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person may be given assistance from zakat so long as he
has not attained the lowest stage of wealthiness (gina);
that there are persons who can make a living by turning
over a capital of one single dinar, while others are unable
to subsist on a capital of less than 100 dirhams. Therefore
the latter must be given more than the former. Finally,
there are able-bodied and strong artisans who can make a
living without any capital, and these are not given assist-
ance even if they do not possess a single dirham. Accord-
ing to the 'Alamklriyyah, the zakat is given to the learned
poor in preference to the ignorant poor.

(2)  The " indigent" (miskin) are those who do not have
anything, and who need to resort to begging in order to make
a living and obtain enough clothing to conceal their naked-
ness.   Al-Shafi'i, and according to one report, Abu Ham-
fah also, define the words " poor " and " indigent" in just
the other way, and on the contrary Abu Yusuf holds that the
terms are identical.    The Malikite view agrees with the pre-
valent Hanifite view in considering the " indigent " as the
needier of the two.    However, according to the Majma',*-
these differences of definition are of no consequence as re-
gards zakat.

(3)  The collectors (familun) are the persons appointed
by the imam for the collection of the zakat taxes. The term
collector applies to the 'ashirs and the   sdfis as well as to
other collecting agents.    According to the Shafiites,2 the
word 'amilun, besides applying to the safis who collect the
taxes of cattle, applies also to the scribes (katib), the distrib-
utors (qasim or qassam}, the hashirs who bring together
the property owners or the beneficiaries, the 'arlfs who- in-
form about the beneficiaries, the zakat keepers (hafiz), and

1 P. 180.

3 Minhaj, vol. ii, p. 303; Wajls, p. 292; Ansari, p. 395; Mugni, vol.
iii, p. 102.